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greater protection against the 
effects of an earthquake. 
woulg intensify them. Kiyoo 
Wachi, chief of the 
Meteorological Ager: ) 
“If a quake similar to that of 
3983 struck Tokyo today. the 
effects would be inconceiv- 
able 


“The basic problem is mo- 
Gern living standards. People 
have come to rely on running 
water, electficity. s and a 
regular food sup as na- 
tural gifts But what will 
happen if they are suddenly 
cut offt 

" i938, he pointed out, 
thete wet very few motor 
vehicles in Tokyo, Rickshaws 
were @8@] common and the 
streets were relatively wun- 
cluttered. Today, the city has 
more than #0,000 motor 
vehicles and ise traffic jams, 
even on normal days, are 
equal te anythi found in 
London or New York. 

If a tremor occurred dur- 
ing business hours, Mr. Wa- 
chi said, the streets would 
be completely clogged: the 
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Architectural advisers to 
the Tokyo Government say 
that a strong shock would 
destroy most of the city’s 
20,000 coffee shops and caba 
rets; schools and market 
buildings are also Major ha- 
cards. Since the war, there 
has been a trend towards 
two or three-storceyed apar'- 
ment buildings with concrete 
blocks. So far, thie method 
of construction has. never 
been tested in & major earth- 
quake. Tokyo Fire Depart- 
ment now has 304 pumping 
wagons and 7/00 firemen 
| wagon with 31 pumping 


wagons and 800 firemen in 
1923, but the traffic probiem 
| Ccounter-Dalances the gain in 
strength. Only a very small 
proportion. of Tokyo's water 
system” has been strength- 
ened and experts report that 
inthe event of an ea uake 
water supplies would aimost 
certainly be cut off 


According to officials of 
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too well from Britain in the 
bad old colonial days. 

I have been touring some 
of the other independent 
countries in West Africa. 
Before this trip the only 
practical comparisons I could 
make with Ghana had te be 
| drawn from countries and 
from old-established democ- 
racies thousands of miles 
away. Now I can see Ghana 
in the context of her own 
West Afriean neighbourhood. 

The one thing common to 
the Governments of all the 
independent countries [| vi- 
siteqd ‘including those still 
within the French Commun- 
ity) wag a profound belief in 
“democracy,” but with it «a 
strong suspicion of any or- 
ganized Opposition. 

Within the Party 

If, in some of these coun- 
tries, you express misgivings 
about thig and suggest the 
va.ue of more than one point 
of view when important deci- 
sions are being made, the 
almost invariable reply is: 
“But we already have many 
points of view within our 
own party. Andthat is where 
our democracy exercises it- 
seit.” 
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Ghana would then 
beck inte line with her 
neighbours and permit “de- 
mocracy” to exercise itself 
only within the ruling party. 
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in thrashing things out be- 
cause “the oificial Opposi- 
tion has been help at all.” 

If this all sounds regret- 
table in an older democracy, 
it is 
that if the Govermment did 
take stronger measures 


tion in support of the Oppo- 
sition ig email. The hard fact 
of the recent plebiscite on 
|the new republican constitu- 
| tion for Ghana is that out of 
(an electorate of more than 
| two million, one million did 

vote at all, and only 
| 131,000 voted for the Opposi- 
i tion. 
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